RSL Hellenic SulBranch

RETURNED SOLDIER
AAPOSTRATOSC
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Memorial Hall, 14A Ferrars Bte SoutiMelbourne Vic 3205 Phoneg(03) 9699 9844 July 2016

DearVeteransMembers and Friends of the RSL Hellenic 8ranch

A warm welcome to all our new members that have joined owBSaihch, we hope teee you regularly at the clul
- Mr Bill Papageorgiou, Mr Nikolaos Bakaloumas, Monstantinos Sarantis, Mr llias Bakolias, Mrs Irene Poutst
Mr George Charalambidis, Mr Chrys Kypreos, Mr Apostolos Dimitriou, Mr Gabriel Maroulis, Mr loakim
Christodoulou, Mr Efterpi Kiritsopoulos and Mr Kostas Elisseou.
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His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC greets Hellenic Sub Branch President Stev:
Kyritsis at the Commemoration of the 75th Anniver
RobertWe bst er, Seni or Vice President of the Victoria
Moller OAM (Retd) representing the State $ident of the Naval Associatiaf Australia.

Continued on page 7

1
Pleaseemail any newsletter content suggestimtsuding photos/ou may have t&Emanuel Karvelas dmanny351@bigpond.cdm



mailto:manny351@bigpond.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=HDPs2IV2V6AjPM&tbnid=Dz0R51Y00g2b4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.godoy.no/weber/engelskweb/Australia/Geography.htm&ei=A3_cU9z6EsK58gW2_4GoBA&bvm=bv.72197243,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHcVVHEqlK5llWdRsv6yi3TkhA2cA&ust=1407045722182243

Welcome from the Presideni Continuedrom page 1

In this edition of Apostratos, we focus on the Centenary of the Western Front, Froméll@alg),%Pozieres (23
July), Villers-Bretonneux and other disastrous 1916 WWI battles involving Australian forces of the 1st AIF. After
the failureat Gallipoli, Australians moved with its Allies to fight the Axis Forces in France and Belgium. AlImost
300,000 Australians served on the Western Front in France and Flanders, taking part in every major British
offensive between 1916 and the Armistice ii89More than 46,000 lost their lives of whom some 18,000 have nc
known grave. Eight Greek Australians where killed, including Leonidas Manusu. He served wiftBtteation
and was killed in action at Pozieres @{'2uly 1916. More details are in tih@ok "GreekAustralians in the
Australian Forces WWI & WWII"

Lest we Forget

Steve Kyritsi©OAM, President

Date Milestones and Past Events
24" March 206 | Greek National Day
39 April 2016 Annual General Meeting

10" April 2016
25" April 2016

75" Anniversary of Thel941Battle of Crete Comnmemoration
Anzac Day

15" May 2016 Mot h e r @tghe Balgnic SuBranch.
19" July 2016 100" Anniversary of theWW! Battle of FromellesFrance
Date Future Events

11:00am Saturday | First anniversary of the unveiling of theeemnos Gallipoli Memorial at Foote
13" August 2016 Street Reserve, Albert Park.
1:00pm Sunday Fathers Day at the Hellenic SulBranch.All members and friends are invited.
11" September
18" August2016 The 1966Battle of Long Tan Vietnam 50" anniversary
Friday OHI Day at theHellenic Memorial & Shrine.
28" October 2016
11" November 2015 | Remembrance Day
7.00pm Saturday New Years Eve functionat the Hellenic SulBranch.Three course meal, traditiong
318t December 2016 | Greek music by DJ George Dalaras, a great atmosphere not to be missed.

28" October 2016 OHI Day

As with every year, our SuBranch members will begin OHI Da
by attending a Church service at the Greek Orthodox Church

South Melbourne (9:30am start). There will be two wreath layi
ceremonies, firstly 12:00noon at the Australian Hellenic Memc
(Birdwood Ave near the Shrine of Remembrance).

At 1.00pm, we lay wreaths within the Melbourne Shrine of
Remembrance. We conclude with a light complimentary lunch
back at our club rooms. All members are welcome.
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2016 Greek Natioral Day

Due toCatholic Good Friday, the 2016 Greek iaal Day commemorations were heldayearly andon
Thursday 24th MarclSub Branch Secretary Major Terry Kanellos hosted two wiagihg ceremonieat the
Australian Hellenic Memoriaandwithin the Melbourne Brine of Remembrance. Theydeoncluded with a light
complimentary lunch back at our club rooms.
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Greek Consul Generdrs ChristinaSimantiraki addresse Mr Con Glekagepresenting the
the audienceBeside her are Father Dimitrios, Ilias Pallaconian Brotherhood Leonidiays a wreath

Bakoliason flag duty and host Major Terry Kanellos.
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Top Photo (Left to right)
Pantelis Kalimnakis,
George Panagakasd
Con Katsambanis

Middle photo- Children from
Oakleigh Grammaschoollay a
wreath

Bottom Photo Inside the
Shrine of Remembrance
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Centenary of the WWII Western Front

The Great War of 19248 produced 37 million battle casualties including 9 million dead, the war ironically
supposed 0t ®uriegithe pesidd 19188amore than 300,000 Australians went to the Western Front
France and Belgiunm the largesmilitary expedition in our historyWhilst the Gallipolicampaign gave rise to the
Anzaclegend it was the Western Frobtat t | ef i el ds such as Pozieres tha
WWI historian Charles Beanl aanfimacei ensel hasowny

The Battle of Fromelles 19 July 1916

After arriving in France a century ago, the Australian Imperial Force first encountered the Germahgdup 19
1916, at a small French village called Fromelldse Australians were directed against a strong German position
known as the Sugar Loaf. The attacksantended primarily as a distractimndraw German troops away from the
main Somme offensiveghen being pursued further to the south. A sevem hombardnent was ineffective to the
well entrenched German forc@/henthe Australian troops of thé"Sustralian and 6% British Divisions attacked
at 6pm onl9" July, they suffered heavily at the hands of German machine gunnealf.@ims of the German
trench systemwverecaptured, but aftererce counter attacks, they were forced to withdidearly 24 hours later
and ly 8amthe next daythe battle was over.

That initial battle was the worst in
Australian history. The extent of the
slaughter was sumed up by Corporal
Hugh Knyvett in his witness account:
Alf you had gat heg
thousand butcher shops, cut it into
small pieces and strewn it about, it
would give you a faint idea of the
shambl es those tr

In a space of just 2dours, the
Australian §' Division suffered 5,533
casualties, including 1,917 men killeg
The 6% British Division suffered
1,547casualtiesThe German
casualties were little more than 1,000
The attack was a complete failure by
the Australians and Brih troops and
therefore had no impact whatsoever
upon the progress of the Somme
offensive.

Photo- Lance Corporal Charles
Lorking of the 58 Battalion managed
to take this picture of his comrades
shortly before leaving their trenches.
Of the men shown, only three were
alive the next day and all three of the
were wounded.
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